
DSPS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MAY 11, 2021

WELCOME! THANK YOU FOR JOINING US!



Agenda, 
Welcome & 

Introductions
Poppy Fitch, Director, DSPS 

San Diego Community 
College District

11 – 11:20am
Welcome & Introductions | Name & Campus 
or Organization in the Chat
About SDCCD & Setting the Context
11:20 – 11:50am | Campus & District Updates
11:50 – 12:00pm | Break
12:00pm – 12:45pm | Student Perspective & 
Breakout Discussion Sessions (Choose 1)
12:45 – 1:00pm | Debrief & Close



Welcome 
Community 

Partners!

• Department of Rehabilitation
• University of California, San Diego
• San Diego State University
• SD Brain Injury Foundation
• San Diego Regional Center
• San Diego Center for the Blind
• State Council on Developmental Disabilities
• SDCCD Career Technical Education



Welcome 
Students!

• College of Continuing Education
• San Diego Miramar College, (DSPS Counselor Cristina 

Garibay Taylor)
• San Diego Mesa College (DSPS Counselor Isaac Arguelles)
• San Diego Miramar College (DSPS Counselor Isabelle 

Martin)



CAMPUS DISTRICT

• Bree Kennedy, DSPS Coordinator, City 
College

• Kandice Brandt, DSPS Coordinator, 
Miramar College

• Erika Higginbotham, DSPS Coordinator, 
Mesa College

• Katie Serbian, Acting Dean, DSPS & 
Student Affairs, College of Continuing 
Education

• Poppy Fitch, Director, DSPS, SDCCD
• Amertah Perman, Dean, Career 

Technical Education, SDCCD
• Daniel Nakaji, Interpreting Services 

Office Supervisor, SDCCD
• Jamila DeCarli, WAIII 

Coordinator, SDCCD 
• Natacia Cordle, C2C Coordinator, 

SDCCD
• Maureen Flores, Administrative 

Technician, SDCCD



About SDCCD

Retiring Chancellor Dr. Constance Carroll, the People's Chancellor
Chancellor-elect Dr. Carlos O. Cortez, July 1, 2021

San Diego Community College District is comprised of four colleges, is the second largest CC district in 
California, provides accessible, high-quality learning experiences, and undergraduate education at an 

affordable price to meet the educational needs of the San Diego community and the state.

Serving 100,000+ students | Associate (+1 BS) in arts and sciences, transfer and certificates
City College | Mesa College | Miramar College

Serving 50,000+ students | Non-credit, vocational, basic skills and enrichment
College of Continuing Education



Pandemic Relief for SDCCD Students

$97 million of federal stimulus through the federal Higher Education 
Emergency Relief Fund (HEERF)
• $35Mil Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act 

December, 2020 (HEERF II)
• $62Mil American Rescue Plan of 2021 (HEERF III)
• A minimum $38Mil in direct aid payments to help students financially 

impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, remaining funds to support 
instructional and operational costs to help the SDCCD cover added expenses 
due to the crisis.



Measuring & 
Meeting the 

Needs of Our 
Students

• CCCCO/RP Group Statewide Focus Groups with 
Students with Disabilities, shared April, 2021
• #RealCollege Survey, Basic Needs During 

the Pandemic
• Districtwide Student, Faculty & Staff 

Perception Survey, Biennial, Open Now
• Campus Specific Surveys and Data
• Perkins Grant Funding, Forthcoming on DSPS & 

CTE



Key Learning 
from DSPS 

Student 
Statewide 
Research

• Supporting students with disabilities is an 
institutional responsibility - all 
stakeholders must be at the table and on 
board!

• CARES Act Funds can be utilized to 
support access.

• Anticipate and understand student needs 
related to access.

• Ensure responsiveness when 
accommodation is requested.

• Listen and learn from students with 
disabilities.

• Increase visibility of students with 
disabilities, and of faculty and staff with 
disabilities. (RP GROUP, 2021)



#RealCollege Survey
• Nearly 60K SDCCD Students Invited
• All Four Colleges
• 10,600+ Respondants



Fall 2019 to Fall 2020 Enrollment Comparison



Fall 2020 DSPS Enrollment | By Disability



CAMPUS 
UPDATES



Overview of District plans for 2021-2022
Fall 2021: 
• Approximately 25-40% of classes offered on campus
• Focus on essential worker and lab courses
• Student services mostly online

Spring 2022: Goal of full reopening*

Faculty and Staff Professional Development
• Tech Tutors
• Data and Equity Coaching Communities (DECC)
• Math and DSPS Partnership
• Faculty Learning Online Community (FLOC)
• Open Educational Resources
• Universal Design, Equity, and Accessibility
• Distance Ed Summit
• Canvas Studio

Technology and Related Supports
• Canvas Shells
• Virtual High Tech Center
• Otter.ai
• Videos

www.sdmirmar.edu/dsps
*Dependent on public health guidance at the time

Kandice Brandt

http://sdccdolvid.org/sdccd-open-educational-resources-week-presentations/
http://sdccdolvid.org/?s=accessibility
http://www.sdccd.edu/about/departments-and-offices/instructional-services-division/online-learning-pathways-1/faculty/de_week.aspx
http://www.sdmiramar.edu/services/dsps/hightech
http://www.sdccd.edu/about/departments-and-offices/student-services-department/dsps/dsps_technology/otter.aspx
http://www.sdmirmar.edu/dsps
mailto:kbrandt@sdccd.edu


Erika Higginbotham, DSPS Coordinator | Disability Support Programs & Services (DSPS)
• Leading District-wide efforts to develop meaningful guidance through the pandemic offering 

robust Online Student Support Resources and Students Basic Needs Support.
• DSPS has heard the Call to Action as a direct response to the murder of George Floyd, the 

resulting light being shined on structural racism and our responsibility to ensure that our 
students, with the focus on Black students, have access to equitable outcomes and 
opportunities to succeed and thrive at Mesa College and throughout the district. We stepped 
up collaborative efforts with campus partners and launched the #youbelonghere campaign.

mailto:ehigginb@sdccd.edu
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/disability-services/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/student-success-equity/the-stand/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/blacklivesmatter/index.shtml


Minding the Needs for Connection & Student Engagement 
During Pandemic

• DisAbility Club/Delta Alpha Pi- International Honor's Society

• As I Am Support Group - More than A Medical Condition

• Mental Health Collaborative

Addressing the Digital Divide

• HTC Technology Support Zoom & Computer Loan Programs

• City College Pilot Project- DSPS Tech Coaches

• DSPS 34 Course- College Success Skills w/ Computer Literacy 
Focus

Housing & Basic Needs @ City- Welcome Home City

Bree Kennedy, DSPS Coordinator
www.sdcity.edu/dsps

http://www.sdcity.edu/dsps


• Accessible Tech Distribution
• Online Educational Assistance Class Success
• Ability Ally Professional Development

Katie Serbian
Acting Dean, DSPS & Student Affairs



Brief Break & Transition to Discussion Rooms





SAN DIEGO MIRAMAR COLLEGE
Disability Awareness – Latinx Heritage Month





SAN DIEGO MIRAMAR COLLEGE

Disability Awareness Month &
Filipino/a American History Month

Profile of successful Alumnus





SAN DIEGO MIRAMAR COLLEGE



Math X Classes
Fostering DSPS Students' Success

January 2021
Kandice Brandt and Isabelle Martin

San Diego Miramar College









Student 
Perspective
My Academic/Career Path

DSPS Services Utilized
Benefits of 

Academic Accommodations

• College of Continuing Education
• San Diego Miramar College, (DSPS Counselor Cristina 

Garibay Taylor)
• San Diego Mesa College
• San Diego Miramar College (DSPS Counselor Isabelle 

Martin)



San Diego Miramar College 
Student

● I’m majoring in Business Administration at San 
Diego Miramar College.

● I have a condition called cerebral palsy that 
impacts my fine motor skills and my speech. 
Some people who don’t know me may have a 
hard time understanding my speech so I use 
my iPhone or my iPad and type what I want to 
say and it can even voice it for me. This allows 
me to participate in workgroups.

● I made a PowerPoint for today's presentation 
to go along with my speech so that others can 
understand everything that I’m saying.

● Because of these challenges, I only take one 
or two classes per semester which allows me 
to work successfully towards my academic 
goals and maintain a great GPA so that I can 
remain competitive when applying for transfer.



My Academic
Career Path

● I want to complete all the requirement 
classes to obtain my Associates 
Degree. Then I will do the transfer 
requirement classes to go to San 
Diego State.

● After I get my Associates, I would like 
to get a job and start working while 
I’m still in school.



DSPS Services 
Utilized

● Testing accommodations
● Academic advising
● Referrals to other campus’ 

departments (internship 
through the Career Center)

● Disability management 
counseling/ faculty liaison

● Priority registration
● Note taking



Benefits of Academic 
Accommodations

● Having access to these 
services has helped me to 
complete the tasks required 
for each class.

● It ensures that I have access 
to the technology, tools, and 
adjustments necessary to 
meet my needs and to be 
successful.



Breakout 
Discussion 
Rooms 
Self Select

BREAKOUT 1: Minding the Multiple Identities of 
Students with Disabilities, Facilitator Erika 
Higginbotham, San Diego Mesa College & 
Jamila DeCarli, SDCCD District Office

BREAKOUT 2: Supporting the Transition Back to 
Campus and Enhancing the Student Experience 
in Online, Facilitators Bree Kennedy, San Diego
City College and Kandice Brandt, San Diego 
Miramar College



Debrief & Close


