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The Grifters, 1990
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The Kids Are Alf Right, 2010
“Sormetimes when you've played someane, you're quite glad
ta ba done.” says Baning (with her costar Julianne Moore)
of the filim about a same-sax couple raising two teenagers.
“But | really liked playing her [Mic]. She's got a strong cemter,
but she's very easily hurt. She didn't soam like 4 staraatypo
of awoman, She seemed like a real person with flaws."

nervous. We did a couple of rehearsals together,
and then T hear them saw "Cut?” T was unaware We
were actually shooting It was so exciting, God, T
gatto be ina scene with Meryl Streep!
She soon joined Strecp as an in-demand
actress and earned her first of four Oscar nom-
inations with her attention-grabbing role as a
con artist in 1990% The Griters. The next year
Beatty cast her as his love interest in Bugsy. “He
was incredibly intelligent,” she recalls of their
first meeting. “1 remember thinking thiz guy is
20 smart and so sharp and funny. .. and he was
charming for sure.” Beatty, famed as along-single
ladies” man, came back from their first lunch
together and told Fugsy director Barry Levinsosn:
“T'm going to marry her”

Bénttjrnnd'Bening (who was previously mar-
ried to stage-fight director J. Steven White) wed
on March 2,1992. Starting a family, she says, “was
something I've always wanted to do, ever since 1
! The minute [ could start babysit-
3. T was the neighborhood babysit-
vs felt very natural to me.” Now
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14 was a blast,” says
Eaning {with costar
Tom Bateman} of
the all-star cast in the
nov Agatha Christie
whodunit, It was like
belrg at a cockkail party
all day long, although
e waren 't drinking.
Sometimes we woll
drink aftereardsl"

The stars aligned when
she fellin love with
Beatty, with whom she
raised four children out of
the spotlight. “I'm so
proud of these adult
children—whao aren’t
children but they're my
Lids,” says Bening.
“They're all so different
and they're out there
discovering themselves.
‘We think we’re there
tateach them, and, of
course, what we realize
is that they teach

us everything.”
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