
California Community Colleges, 

Who Are We? 



California CC a Historical Perspective 

CALIFORNIA MASTER PLAN FOR HIGHER 

EDUCATION  
 

Å Approved in principle by the regents and the State Board of Education on 

December 18, 1959. 

 

Å Created a system that combined exceptional quality with broad access for students. 

 

Å Transformed a collection of uncoordinated and competing colleges and universities 

into a coherent system. 

 

Å Established a broad framework for higher education that encourages each of the 

three public higher education segments to concentrate on creating its own kind of 

excellence within its own particular set of responsibilities. 

 

Å Acknowledged the vital role of the independent colleges and universities, 

envisioning higher education in California as a single continuum of educational 

opportunity, from small private colleges to large public universities. 
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3 Public Segments of Higher Education 
 

University of California (UC):  Designated the state's primary academic research 

institution and is to provide undergraduate, graduate and professional education.  

Å UC was to select from among the top one-eighth (12.5%) of the high school 

graduating class. 

 

California State University (CSU): Primary mission is undergraduate education 

and graduate education through the master's degree including professional and 

teacher education. 

Å CSU was to select from among the top one-third (33.3%) of the high school 

graduating class. 
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California Community Colleges (CCC):  Primary mission is to 

provide academic and vocational instruction for students through the 

first two years of undergraduate education (lower division). 

 

In addition, the Community Colleges are authorized to provide 

remedial instruction, English as a Second Language courses, adult 

noncredit instruction, community service courses, and workforce 

training services. 

ÅCalifornia Community Colleges were to admit any student capable 

of benefiting from instruction. 
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TRANSFER:  An essential component of the commitment to 

access. 

  

ÅUC and CSU to establish a lower division to upper division ratio 

of 40:60 in order to provide transfer opportunities into the upper 

division for community college students.  

 

ÅUC and CSU to enroll at least one community college transfer 

student for each two freshmen enrolled.  

 

ÅAll eligible California Community College transfer students are 

to be provided a place in the upper division and are to be given 

priority over freshmen in the admissions process. 



California Community College At A Glance 

 Open Access to Higher Education 

 Transfer Education 

 Vocational Training 

 Adult/Continuing Education 

 Basic Skills/Remedial Education 

 Support Services 

 Economic Development 

72  Districts 

112  Colleges 

New Issues: Baccalaureate Degree; AAS Degree 



WHAT CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY 

COLLEGES OFFER 

ÅCertificates of 

Achievement 

 

ÅTwo-Year 

Associate Degree 

 

ÅTransfer Courses 



Certificate Programs 

·Designed for students with specific personal or 
occupational goals  

 
·Job market trends  
 
·Designed to prepare students for employment, 

job enhancement and/or job advancement  
·Examples (Offered in SDCCD):  
ƁAmerican Sign Language Interpreting  

ƁAllied Health  

ƁMicrocomputer Applications  

ƁNursing (CNA)  

ƁWebsite designs  

 



Associate Degree Programs 

·Awarded upon the completion of the requisite 
units (60 units)  for a degree to be conferred 
by a Community College. Commonly referred 
to as a two -year degree.  

 
·With the exception of the Associate  
   Degree for Transfer , completion of an  
   associate degree does not  
   guarantee that a student has 
   met the requirements for  
   admission into a four -year  
   institution.  

 



 Transfer: 2 Paths to a Four-Year Degree 

2 years at a 

University 

2 years at  a 

Community 

College 
VGeneral Education 

VMajor Preparation 

VRequirements for 

University Admission 

VMajor Requirements 

VGraduation 

Requirements 

4 years at a University 

VGeneral Education 

VMajor Requirements 

VMajor Preparation 

VGraduation Requirements 

 

 

4 -YEAR 

DEGREE 

4-YEAR 

DEGREE 



Successful Performance of  

Transfer Students 

 

Nearly 90% of all transfer 
students at UC and CSU 
started out at a California 
Community College  

 



HOW CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE STUDENTS DO AFTER 

TRANSFER 

Data from University of California, San Diego 

Å  Graduation rates about the same as UCSD natives 
 (78%)  

Å  First year retention rates are 90%  

Å  Earn about the same first year GPAôs as UCSD 
 natives (2.92 vs 2.95) 

Å  Transfers and natives have similar GPAôs  at 
 graduation (3.08 vs 3.16)  

 

 Excerpts from Region X Community College Transfer Partnerships Conference Presentation presented  

 by Brad Phillips, March 2002 (UPDATE)  

 





THE SAN DIEGO  

COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT  

Californiaôs second-largest 

community college district 

Serves the City of San Diego 

and surrounding region 

5 Member Elected Board of 

Trustees 

Student Trustee (Rotating) 



50,000 Students Enroll  

in Credit Programs 

 



ÅEducational Cultural Complex 

ÅNorth City Campus 

ÅWest City Campus 

ÅCesar Chavez Campus 

ÅMid-City Campus 

ÅCentre City Campus 

ÅContinuing Ed. at Mesa 

85,000 Students Enroll in  

Continuing / Adult Education 


